Sri Alagar kovil stala purana 


I 




VRISHABADHRI 


or 


The Thirumalirunjolaimalai Stala - Purana. 


Christianity has its 
Prophet Mahomed, Buddhism 




Christ, Mahomcdanism 

^ , its Gautama Sakyi 

Zoroastrianism its Zoroaster, Confucianism its Confucius, Ta 

its Lao-tze and so on for their founders, but, for Hindi 
who can define or demonstrate a single founder for it ? For, 
religion is eternal, Sanathana, without a beginning and wit 
any human origin. The Bible, The Koran, the Zend Ave 
the Tripitakas, the Gonfuciau Analects, Dialogues etc 
all teachings of the respective Prophets. 

But there is no single man-expounded book for Hinduiso< 
From the all - pervading, ever-existing, blissfull music of 
spheres and from that which is beyond Nada, Bindu, and 
were revealed the Four Vedas upon w hich the 18 Smritis, the 
Puranas, the 18 Upa Puranas and the Ithihasas of the Kama] 
and the Mahabharatha were but elucidatory commentor 
A study of the Srutis and the Upanishads for the more ad vat 
the Smritis for the less advanced and the Ithihasas and 
Puranas for the ordinary is ordained. Since mere abstract Trut 
like God, Soul, Higher Worlds etc. and discussions of a metaphyt 
cal nature could not be easily comprehensible to the minds of . 
ordinary people, symbolic representations, stories of abstra 
nas at some places, explanations of the fandatneo 

of 


pn 


is at some places, explanations of the font 
ie Srutis and Upanishads woven in an at 
* 1 1 and impressive in the Pur 

for the common [>eopie. For, the ' 

the light 
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the contents to 
cent per cent 

Both are two _ 

application they must be 
understood and the truths 
ig^the fact that these various Tcxt- 
for men, according to the 
culture and progress- What 
wrote them? And what do they treat 

That great sage Sri Vyasa is the 
.nas- His service to humanity requires 
Absolute Brahman the Highest 
ity to be devoid of any attribute, any name 
practical teacher, he knew too that the 
ute is not within the reach of any 
nas hence written the Puranas, so that 
intensity of devotional exercise obtain the i 
finally can by further efto ^^ n 
Absolute Brahman, even 
For “ * 


- 


and 
Absolute 




of 
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Lextco-i 


the cov 




Vamsa Genealogy of Gods, Asuras and 


is as follow; 

ltagrr<ir 11 

i. e. a Purana should have 5 Lakshanas or charicti 
or topics discussed (theBhagavata Purana speaks of 10 
nas). 

i. Sarga — Primary creation—cosmogony. 

ii* Pratisarga—Secondary creation—destruction or 
vation with chronology. 

lit. 

iv. Manuantara Sovereignty of Manu or periods of 
called Manuantaras. 

v. Vamsanucharitam — History of Solar and Li 
Kaccs and their descendants. 

Other ■works define the word I’urana as follows:— 

Safari# h 

. **'* lcrc -lre three classes of l’uranas which arc 
lo either Brahma or Vishnu or Siva. They are said 
contain 4,00,000 Stands „ follows— 

Brahma (Rajasa) V,>*„ u (Sattwa) 1 

2 ZSrlr. 12,000 7 • Vishnu 23,000 

3 U^: a a U 1Sl ° 00 8. Naradiya 25.000 

•' . ka " deya 9 .000 9 . . Bhngavata 18.000 


**• Bhavishya 
5 * Vamana 


10. 

Garuda 19»* 

11. 

Padma 55,1 

12. 

Varaha 24,< 








m 

ShriBalaSubiksham Ramasubramanian 


Page 3 









Sri Alagar kovil stala purana 




* 

14. 



15. 

Linga 


10 . 

Vayoo (Siva) 

24.000 

17. 

Skanda 

81.000 

18. 

Agni 

15,400 



1,62,500 

and 

Total 4,00,000 

Stanzas. 




A reference to the contents (more important only) of 
subjects treated in the above Puranas are noted below:— 

7 Brahmamla —This exists in fragments only. Adhyatma 
Havana forms F nrt of this. Chapters IH, IV & IX of our 
la Purana of Sri Vrishabadhn Mahatrnya form part of 

Brahmanda Purana. 

. • a c-; trkhna's history is the main 

2. Brahtna Vatvarta Sn Krisnnas mswij 

portion ; deals with the loves of the Gopis and 

Brindhavana. Some think this . *° 1} * hl ^. C Devi and Ganesa. 
other parts of the Book deal with Brahma, uet 

rWiet subiect dealt with here is 

3. Markamleya. The worship — a portion popular to 

t Sn Chandi or Durga an e man y Hindu households, 

day also and is a Parayana 1 ° M«nus and Manuantaras. 

This Purana treats also of creations, w jth. Episodes 

and Hell also are 


fiirth, death, sin and Hell a s ° arc Harischandara Upa- 

Vrithra’s death, Bala Pe\as fifties are all described* 

anam, Vasistha s and Viswamitra > , 

<• Bavtshyn- Bavisbya of 

-n Purana. This is ^ Ashrama -- ™ 

ICS and worships. •. Krishnn a 
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The efficacy of Linga Worship, 

[fice, Kama’s Dahanam, Uma’s marriage, K a , 
birth, Vamana Avatara, and Bali’s subjugation are 
the main items dealt with; besides these, this Purana is 
important from the point of view that chapters II, y^ 
VII, and VIII of our Stala Purana of Sri Vrishal^c 
Mahatmya form part of this Vamana Purana. 

6 • Brahma. Creation, Solar and Lunar Dynasties, Yc 
and a description of certain Stalas of Orissa dedicated to 
Siva, Jagannadha and Surya are the chief themes herein. 

7. Vishnu. In the first part, creation of Vishnu and 

Lakshmi, episodes of Dhruva, Prahlada etc., are noticed. Io 

the second part the seven islands, the seven seas, various otbtr 

regions, the planetary system etc, are dealt with. In the 

part, Vedas, Puranas, Vanias, Asliramas. Acharas and tie 

Karmas are elaborated. While in the fourth part a descri| 

of the Solar and Lunar dynasties is given. In the fifth w. 

51X1,1 Krishna’s life, Bakthi and Yoga are all very vivid! 
portrayed. ^ 


diva v* "There is also anoth 

diya. Vishnu Bakthi 

Vaishnavite rites and 
work. 


v;.l n , , . -—v,.er work, Brihad N 

avite ri .® ^'^" 5 to VisI >-’ observance of vs 
ceremonies are the chief subjects in 


9. 


Bakthas* episode . . Dcva * v anous incarnations* 

are all found s * h ‘ Story of the So,ar 

But the main theme is 
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ha Kalpa, the Manvantara being 
ie 14th), and in the 28th Mahayugah of the 7RY 
htavimshatitame) and in KaliYuga of which 5041 
ow gone we being in the 5042nd Year 13—4—1 


mam 


may think that this is too much to ask one to liclieve 
modern rationalistic age ! But a little patience and a little 
reasoning, will convince otic, of these great truths, 
rding to the Scientific American (1923) the age of the 
snt earth was calculated after discussion at 500 million 
irs. Professor Russel <1921) fixed it at 1000 to 8000 thousand 
ion years. Hr. K. S. Krishnan in his recent lecture at the 
ladras Presidency College on 14 — 10—H demonstrated it at 200 
ires of years. According to our Vedic, Puranic and astronomi- 
calculations, as set out above, the age of the present earth 
it down at 1,955 885 042 years on 13 — 4 — 1941 (1st Chitra 
iu) or 714,404,131 059 s on ^ 

her class of astronomers has put it at 1960 million 853 
mds and 029 years up to this year. Scientific 
itions, and Geological, Archaeological, and Anthropological 

sare beginning 


vision of even 


some of our own Indian scholars who 


into the belief that Sastras have no 
and observances, 


.that 


Lions 
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ft-: 


136 


. 



of the critics and authorities and pretend to 
their views and opinions little dreaming of the deva 
destruction the spread of such ideas may work upon huj 
It is well that they should remember before they ventilate 
half baked ideas the injunction of the Lord in th£ Gita* 

irj: rTrT^tW IT??: I 

The following stanzas from the Dhyana Bindu Upanishad 
arc worth pondering over in this connection. 




srfiprif?r *T^rf?ar fosFipr: i 

3?q i3f|cfT IPTf?? II 

firsrfcr: i 

STWfercf 5ft?TT IY :\b f?€TT[7 ii 

The Hamsa mantra referred to herein is a 
exalted Mantra. It goes by the name of “Ajapa G: 

The effect of the sound impulse of this “Ajapa Gayatri" is 

“Excelsior”. These are no mere fantastic assertions. ;_ 

Science has demonstrated and Scientists like Lissajou, Hone 
and a host of others have proved that musical notes J 
sound, properly produced in due form and rhythm do gencr 

n nn Inrttic r\F . • 


figures and forms of definite <h ,rw. 

, f , c Sl *e and attraction. 

\vc wonder then at the mystic knn«.l. a c . 

, . * C kn °wledge of the ancent 

who knew the secret and potency of th „ 

sounds and numbers with which th™ " • 

powers of the universe to respond to il • ° JUrcc * U P l ^* e 
invocations? ' U *° thelr Prayers, chantin 


brat ions 


From the above extract from tlie 


understand that the Jiv a 
‘Hamsa’, by 
‘Ha* and 


is 


always 


£*yana Bindu 


uttering this 
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noted and 

108 has very great 

his Archana with 108 names. The 
Jin number. The Stalas of Vishnu are 108 in 
Pancharatra Samhitas arc 108 in number and so 

The Yugas are again all multiples of this 21.600. The 
Brahma, Vishnu and Siva are all again multiples of this 21,600. 
re all, and startling as its may seem the L. C. M. of the 
periods of the various planets noted herein and governing 
influencing this planet of •Boo-Loka'*— Earth, and which 
ods run into several places of decimals according to Astrono- 
ll calculations, gives the figure 4,320,000,000, again a multi* 

; of 21,600 the number referred to in the Dhyana Hindu 
tnishadl 

According to up to date Medical investigations a normal 
*iy man has 15 breaths per minute, or in other words 24 
X60 x 15 breaths or 21,600 breaths ! — the number referred 
'in the Dyana Hindu Upanishad ! 


60 

Nadis — 

1 Vinadi 

60 

Vinadis or > 


3600 

Nadis > — 

1 Nazhigai 

60 

21,600 

Nazhigais or \ 
Nadis > — 

1 day 

360 

days — 

1 year. 


years. Thretha Yuga 
consists of 17,28.< 
of 4, 


12 ,< 
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1 1 Kalpa or 


rahma. 


• * - - - 

anvantarp and 14 Manvantaras are equal to 
without the Sandhis. But one Full day of Brahma or 
is made up of 14 * 71 Mahayugas plus the evening and 
Sandhis of 6 Mahayugas or a Total of 1000 Maha^ 
other words 1000 X 4,820,000 or 4,320,000,000 years* 36 
days make one Brahmic Year. 100 such years are a da^ 
Vishnu and a 100 Vishnu Years make one Siva Year. Thisf 
of Brahma is stated to lie a period when all the Planets re 
to the same point in the Sun or the first point of Aries at 
horizon of Lanka on the Equator and whose Longitude is 
cgrees east from Greenwhich and which will be the L. C. M 

the periods of the various planetary motions, being their sid 
periods as follows: — 



Mercury 

Venus 

Earth 

Mars 

J upitcr 

Saturn 

Moon 


days 


9 f 




,, 7 hours 45' 11*3 


s; .96 78 

224.7008 

3G5.25t •? 

086.9705 

4332-5848 

10759.2200 

27 11 HIM 

The L. C. M. of these gives 4,320,000,000 siderial vears—the 
figure above referred to-i. c . This solar system will exist but 
only one Brahmic Day or a Kalpa of our Astronomy. 

The mystic link existing between the Mantra ‘Hams*- « 

as it is otherwise called "Ajapa Gayatri” .• , 

_ . . , 0 . V . * a nd the lives of mao. 

Brahma, Vishnu and Siva and the mystic links of the number 

or 2,6 or 132 c,c can ““rcely escape the observint a „d cn- 
irtff nnl. pnrh Mnuuantara !<»« .. r_ . . . V,n an “ 

followed by a 

a Yuga submerging the whole earth. ■ 
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Licentiates in Indian Medicine held at Madras i 

' 

has stressed the point that Astrology should be 
subject of study for students of Medicine in our Unh 
ringing words he declares as follow's:—“Let them (the 
that think the stellar bodies have no influence over men, h< 
realise that the cosmos is a unity, and space and time, as 
know them, are illusory, and mystery if still mysterious, 
at any rate logical. The seed planted in the earth becomes 
plant. Why? Is it not a mystery? Why it should do so? It! 
has been such a common - place occurrence that it has aot 
been thought about and does not appear to be a mystery It 
appears quite natural. Because the influence of the stars on 
human beings are not so patent it is considered an impossibility .*] 
but to the ancients it was a common place affair.” “The Hindu' 
has devoted a notable sub - leader in support of this plea for 
inclusion of the subject of Astrology, the predictive science pat 
excellence, as a subject of study in our University Curriculum. 
How could one have any doubt as regards the influence of 
Heavenly Planets and stars upon this Earth and things that 
are there when we have even ocular demonstration thereof* 
The connection between the tides and the Moon’s progress is 
too well-known to all. Even the illiterate rustic knows that 
bamboos when cut during ‘Pournima’ become rotten and decay _ 
soon ; but if cut in Amavasva they endure for a very long period* 

A quack ( ? ) knows that herbs procured on particular days have 

varying degrees of effe« t. How the magnetic needle exhib* 1 
“ changes of direction in its efforts to turn towards 

varying in its oscillations, has been d< 
his ‘Other worlds than ours," at page 
*ith the appearance of signs of 
sre there ware magnetic storms 

of the 
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which had 

,stem .There is a 

and the Son.Mercury _ 

even more swiftly and more distincthr 
-30,31). 7 

These and a thousand other grand truths 
iship of the microcosm to the' macrocosm 
firtal ‘ ONENESS” constitute the teachings of 
mas and Upa Puranas with their Panchalakshnnas 

Lakshanas. 






STALA PURANA. 


This holy Ksbetra has a Stala Purana of its own. It is 
inown as Vris/iubJui^iri or V rishflbodhri Maholvtya the name 
^rishabhagiri being the ancient name of these Hills. Kishaba 
I to stand for‘OM’. For. after the Deluge that alone 
-ins. According to Skanda Purana, Dharma Devata or 
ine Law also assumes the form of Vrishabha or Pull, 
composition of this Stala Purana is fundamentally diffe- 
that of the other Stalapuranas that we have so far 

Jt a congeries of works l> 
iged in a single work. 

1st Chapter we find 
place with 


Biff 


Wk-- 
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ireat Pauranika 

and the holder of the great secrets of 
to them the greatness of the most famou^ 
he was seated in the Brahmasana. Sage Suta 

mrTTJTnrf it h 

i. e. O! Ye Sages, though by birth I do not belong to 
highest caste, still by the grace of the Great Ones, purged ' 
the doshas of birth, I have been raised to the highest scale 
Brahmanhood”, and having so stated Sage Suta began to 

pound to the assembled sages the greatness of this Yri< 
dhn as far as he knew and was info-mcd. One of the 
ways in which the ancient religion of Hinduism was kept u „ 
was by the institution of Purana Palana of which the great 
protagonist of all times was Sage Suta Puranika. But this 

desuetude!* 1 * *" ° bVi ° US “ and ^ing 

. ,™ C WOrk coosists °< ‘welve Adhyayas. The first r 

tenth Adhyayas are stated to be taken from the Kshetra Kar 

eehth\Th ,mna - ThC S ° COn<1 ' fifth, sixth, seventh 

KshcLlah.? 63 “v T tCd ‘° havc **<*> taken from t 
shctramahatmya knnda of SH Vamana Purana The thii 

fourth, and ninth Adyayas are stated to be taken from ' 
Brahmanda Purana. And frnm A taken from 

c. . „ / ' na ,rom another work v, 

Sesha Purana are stated to be taken th,> ,, , k called \a 

The 1 • . , , he Uth nnd 12th Adya, 

The subjects dealt with in tho^ aj 

Mahatmya of the Kshetra and the'v . Adyayas refcr to 

Mahatmya of the Noopura Ganga. , h e Swarl n Hil,S ' 
Vaibava of Sri Sundararaja and .» ‘ . pa HarsanaJ 

Danna Devata, the Kinnar« — • - cp,SOtle s of 
kendaya Maharishi. Mai * 

Cubja Pandya, an d 
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I). 

the prayers and praises lieing St 
raraja, those by Dharma Raja (S. 65 - 
Brahma (S. 75 • 94 Ch. V), those by the Gai 
naras (Slokas 10 - 19 in Ch. VII), those by Malayad- 
Pandya (S- 57 - 67 in Ch. X), and those by Sri Suthapas 
dooka Muni as he came to be known afterwards 
23i in Ch. XII), are unique and unrivalled in their 
ess. And above all, the Suguna and Nirguna Brahma 
a of Sri Mandooka Maharishi (S. 1-35 and 85 to 88 
Ch. XII) is full of bliss and ecstatic joy. 

It will be futile to attempt to abridge the contents of 
charming Stalapurana of 794 stanzas in a short introduc- 
The original Stalapurana in Sanskrit with a translation 
Tamil of the same, for the parayana of the devout Bakta 
been published in this Volume. The translation has been 
ipted to l>e more in conformity with the original, 
at the sacrifice of some of the artistic touches that 
have made it more readable* The aim of this pnblica- 
i having been chiefly to make it a daily Parayana Book 
the devotees of Sri Sundararaja it has been thought fit 
desirable to collect within its compass such of the 
of the other connected works about Sn Sunc 

* this volume. 





that aim in view 
araja Kavacham sta 
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these 


/ 


-ord, 

the Temple. They have i 
lume. With regard to the first of 
to be noticed that unlike the other Ashtotharas 
le across, in this particular one, each Nama covers 
or one half of a full Anushtub and refers to a distinct scene, 
episode or description of the Lord. Such kinds of Ashi 
are extremely rare in the land. These Ashtotharas being i L 
ed for devout meditation by the Bakta, in the expectation 
it would be made the fullest possible use, it has been 
included in this publication. 

Sundara Bahusthavam. 

Among the many Vaishnavitc Stotra Patas, Mukt 
Mala of Sri Kulasekaralwac, Dcvaraja Astakam of Sri 
kachi , Nambi, the Gadyatrayam of Sri Udayavar and 
^Pancfiastavam of Sri Kurathalwar and the other works 
Alawandar, Parasara Battar, Nadathure Aramal, Kooranarayai 
an< ^ Ar edacharya Battar are considered to be worthy 
daily Parayana. The brightest jewel of them all is stated to 
the Sundara Bahustavam among the Panchastavam of 
Koorathalwar. the foremost Chela of Sri Ramanuja. 

Sri Koorathalwar is stated to have resorted to the feet < 
br, Sundararaja at the Hills and to have begun to sing of - 
in t ie 1 1 stanzas of the greatness of the Lord of his heart 

is Stated Sn Sundarara ja—and his lost eye-si 

lh , ^ haVC been miraculously restored here. Sri 

K>ca W huta e “- Sn0 fable ' He “ historical pcr.o 


I (107C 


or 


ago during the reign of 
that every 
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this work has also been 
Peyalwar, Boothathal 
, Periyalwar, and Sri Andal in 
Lord of their heart, Sri Sundararaja. 

Owing to considerations of space, it has not 
include in this publication— innumerable other 
ig Lord Sundararaja, such as Alagar Killai Vidu 
Alagar Pillai Tamil, Alagar Paripadal, Parimel Alagar, 
malai Kura van ji, etc. etc., all of which praise the 
Kshetra in a thousand ways and tongues. It was not 
pang that I had to omit them now, and reserve 
publication in a future volume or series. I 'had to 
myself with the publication in this volume of such of tho 
works only which were in their nature Puranic and fit for 
daily Parayana. 

Pre -eminence of this Stala. 

The Light Beau tiful — The Jyotis of the U 
The Param Jyotis that Seers have seen (Sundafrabahustava 
Nammalwar's Thiruvaimo^hi I. 3. 3.), manifests in manifold 
the welfare of the Universe as Param, Vyuham, V 
iryami, and Arclia. 

i. In Vaikunta, as Sri Narayana with His 
to Anantha, Garuda, Vishvaksena, and 
(Param). 




An that 


able 


In Kshira 
is visible 
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QVWIVilWHnl 

nlH»]r:HU--mVi iTi*l7I* »5 lZ 


' ' 


- — know 


irts of Yogis, and Sidhas He 
who strive after Him (Antharyami). 






V. For ordinary mortals, He is available for \ Vo 
ic Temple and other places of worship in Archa Roopa (A 

We are now concerned with the 5th class only vir ; 
places in which He has manifested Himself in Archa Avatar*.' 
Sri Narayana is stated to lx: in special Sannidhya in 108 Kshetr** 
Among these 108, three are considered to be foremost in 
their greatness. According to Sri Thiruvarangathamudhanar,^ 
they are Vaikunta, Venkata, and Malirunjolai; and according to 
Perundevanar these three arc Thiruvcngadara, Solamalai, and 
Thiruvarangam. 

GfiQ&’L® GV<rW .SaQejt; *<_ G u~xjj,a, 

i(£, GlT&Olt8M C..vf — /r.r £<x 




V (X) 


-Barata Vcnba—Bhishma Parva 
But Sri Nammalwar, the greatest of all Vaishnavitt; 
Saints, is very emphatic on this head. According to hi 
^-*° r d is said to be in the fullest Sannidhya in fo 
places: Viz, VaikuTita, Kshirabdlii, Thiruvcngadara and Thi ^ 
lirunjolaimalai. Of these four, he compares Vaikunta and “ 
yengada to the body and Kshirabdhi and Thin 
jolaimalai to the head, thereby showing his prefeu 
-tlie greatness of Thiruinalirunjolaimalai. cf N- D. P- 
naalvar Thiruvaimozhi VII. ,ri “ 

Name of the StaU. 

This 


ShriBalaSubiksham Ramasubramanian 


Page 19 





Sri Alagar kovil stala purana 


mm 


lhri 

(unram (Hill of Vishnu)" ^ Ml • 

, Alangaran Malai (Hill belonging to the all tL n «* , 
l Sola Malai, Thirumalirunjolai, kfrumahrunioUi" a" 
lf J»U were resides Thirumal or Vishnu). Thiruvarai “* 
Thiruppathi, PazhamudhircSolai, Pazhamudhirsolaimalai 
»^hara, Sanjivi Parvatha, Sripathi, Darmachala, in , 

Jai, Brahma Parvatham, Mandooka Parvatham, Aray an 
falai (Periyal war’s N. D. P.) etc. with other mounts as Kula- 
malai, Kolamalai, Kulirmamatai, Kotmmalai, Nilamalai, 
Veenda Malai, etc— It may be noted that our tradition is to 
ie our mountains often by the names of the Deities who 
are in Sannidhya there. 

% 

The reason for these Hills being known as Vrishabagiri 
5 stated to be as follows. During the Pralaya, Dharma Devata 
iama or Vrisha) desirous of saving himself from destruction 
yed to Vishnu and obtained the boon of bearing the Lord 
slf on his back. Dharma Devata having a Vrishaba Roopa» 
being also a synonym of Vrishaba) these hills were 




tf)3soi 


as Vrishabagiri. 

Qu)tTQfj(T5&j&tTGijQ lotfGi uf j&i&ssr pi 
Qi — QujtrtLSuJ titro£(i*.grQ 

fucturcisQj Gu^Kztni. 

Kudal Puranara—Nagarappadalam—1* 

legend attributed is as follows. When the 

ir necromancy and 
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this Maya - 

and this is now the _ 

form behind him as Vrishabagiri — Paranjoti 
Thiruvilayadal Puranam. 

Situation of the Stala. 

In the 1st Chapter of the Stalapurana its U, 
are thus stated:—Ten Yojanas north of Malaya 
six Yojanas south of the Sahaja, six Yojanas east of Vi' 
Parvatha, and seven Yojanas west of the Ocean. 

These hills arc situate 13 miles north-north-east m 
Madura being between Latitude 10. 3 and 10. 10 and Longitu* 
78. 12 and 78. 20 and covers an area of about 40 sq. 

The temple and fort are at the foot of the Hills at a hei 6W 
about 900 ft above sea level, the highest point of the H 
being about 3000 ft above the sea level. 

Hill itself object of worship. 

Here the object of worship is primarily the Hill it- 
A mere mention or recitation or pronouncement of the sic 

sacred word I hirumalirunjolaimalai * is stated to carry 
it the highest divine bliss by making realisation of 
him and in him immediately possible. Please see the stx 
poured forth by the great saints Periyalwar, Boothathah 
Thirumangai Alwar, Peyalwar, Sri An dal, and Nammalwar, 
their heart s ecstasies on the Divine realisation bv' them 
the "Nalayira Divya Prabhandams.” Out of the 
devoted to this temple and Hills more than a hundred! 
are devoted to the praise of these Divine and sacred 
mainly. 

As Burnett so aptly and clearly put it to 
iy of thinking in his famous lectures 
place for His manifestation, and no 
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« mentioned and then its glories and attributes are 
vards depicted and is always referred to as "The temple «/ 

,bides Lord Vishnu” as the refrain of the songs. 

Not only in these ancient works, hut also by the lat 
day poets similar references and praises are made. In all 
all* the 100 stanzas of the “Alagar Anthathi” a work referring 
the prdlses and the glories attributed to the Lord and His Mood 
similar references are in abundance* Here aie a few cxEinplejn 

“Do not even the illiterate fools become Muktas (Lil 
rated ones) on the very day they approach Yrishabhagiri”?-2 

“Oh mind ! worship the Mount embraced by the mooa^ 
and which belongs to Him.’ 

“ Many will be re-bom owing to failure to utter the Jaj 
that “Thirumalirunjolai Mount belongs to the red eyed Mai or 

Vishnu etc”—58. 

1 O Mind! our sin will vanish the moment we worshif 
with our eyes this Solai Mount etc . “01. 

. . —“■ t _ ( . we P” ise Vnshnbhagiri which has the beauty of 
beautiful Silambaru ... we may obtain the lofty Vaikunta-M 

part inte e' al inse P aI 

.t„ __ ‘ *» Temple. Sn Krishna's fm-n.irito rvrf 1 C 


_ 

the most noteworthy feature in th< 
every one of them this name of “Thinimi 


»«•« >i 
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ie four 
diment of Sri Maha> 




the Hills by turning to the 
situate and offer their prayers as 




turns to the direction where Mecca is situs 

the 1st Chapter of the Purana (S. 73— 79), . 
that even the Devas wondered at the extreme spi 
,cy of these Hills and that they used to come in 
cars to witness the Men and the Devas, Women 


'■va 


Rishis and Siddhas, the high and the low, 

to these Hills and its Thirthas and losing all sense of 
:tions and realising a universal oneness and all these 
by a mere sight and darsana of these Hills. IIow true is 

today f 


Aral Scenery. 

There arc many spots in Thirumahrunjolai en 
son man forgets himself and begins to feel as l h 
with the infinite. Nature here f*" J V 

-founds him. In certain vU 

> glued to the spot or f magnetic: ^ 

‘ is anxious to flee from v .. orry an d annoyan* 

g worid of passion and , ike> th . C 

some calm and peace ^ 

i the outer Fort area, the 
and northern HU - 
lilK and Kshcf’'—' 
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2 • T■ r* i 4 1 1 • j i 


\lagar (the Lord Beai 
falai Alangarao,Vrisl 
>rd of the Vrishabhad! 
> ri ir Deiva Sikh: 


ion of a 
magnetic arc 
them. 

The name of the Lord of these Hills. 

Various have been the names of that “Par 
that has manifested itself here to the welfare of the 
Many an Ashtothara and Sahasranama chant them. But 
popular of the names of the Lord ar 
Alangaran,Vrishadisa, Malalanga rar 
dri-Natha or Solai Malaikkarasar (Lord 
Solai Hills), Paramaswami (the great I | 

Sundara Raja (King of All Beauty),. Sri ! 'huia Sundara or Si 
Bahu, Sundara— tholudayan (Lord possessing the most beaut 
Shoulders), Sangathazhagan (The beautiful Lord founder of 
Sangam), Mayavatharan, Mamayan, Vanchakkalvan, Kail 
gan and n host of other significant names. He was known as 
Sangathazhagan because it is stated that he was theoriginalfc 
of the Tamil Sangam Cf. j.; / j jvsarfi * ~ ~ 

(^jnr **>tbusui 08), “ *i_,t .r3evaQ*l 

Alagaranthathi 1st stanza* Though every one of these nam 
extremely charming and enchanting the Lord seems to 
in bis being sung as “ Alagar Could it be because 
’ * >oet K*nd>a Nattazhwar has been so constantly ] 

^avatar as Sri Kama thus >x>car+arjiiei 

r«erc_ t&icv eQic&i?, aQ> r 

jCould 


of 


and others have had in 



! ] 




wm 
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,»F' —- of His beauty in a song when' first she sees t 

rJ tioBB WIth her father ,s inimitable. Note every one 
. »ords in the reference in Godha Parinaya: 

x**rs^* afcjpg ^ , 

atTJWfTO f-t^RPtwr jfr^rr n 


\ c i this description was copied l>y others also Cf. 

ggtmtpv, airujy>*j, Gfirarpmi, sr&rpai, Gstu^A 

****** mmiprir" etc. Dazzled by His beauty and brilliance 
that rote one of his sense of mortal surroundings, the great Nam- 
tulwar in his fulness of love and devotion in a Ninda Stuti des¬ 
cribes him as “«^g<F«»<»sra\ar wrt/>ruJsar ,, , 


To so fondly describe the Lord of their hearts is a common 
fheme with these transcendental poets. In the Krishna Karna- 
mritha Poet Leela Suka thus describes Sri Krishna. 

JTPn?r gp'-s ! f^*T***: grrsfg i 


i- e. Oh thou Traveller (the devout aspirant) do not 
stray forth along the paths on the Banks of the Bhima, for there 
foams a thief, a Digambara (an unclad Being), an Unkown 
Being, Dark Blue as the Tamala leaves, posing both of His 
fends on his Nithamba (as if in intent and earnest search 
for His victims) with the object of robbing away their wealth 
^Ued the Mind (chiththa) of the travellers. Cf. also St. lSl-Ch 
1 'bid. Cf also Sri Valmiki’s description 


ferTPT i 

* nd the Tamil proverb **** " etc. It is 

Universal truth that “Beauty « Truth and truth Beauty . 
Bca «ty and Truth need no extraneous or adventitious a.d 
charms. And nowhere is it more emphatically des- 

than in the oft-guoted stan.a of Sn Nammalwar. 
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r sipijvLSm i*jbQ(yv. etc.’ 
various names of Lord Alagar were no 

JB - 

les to be searched for in dusty canonical rccor 
all real, living and powerful names to conjure \ 
they were. It has been our traditional privilege to name 
children and to name our villages after our Lord. The evic 
of it could still be seen in this Holy Land. People bearing 
names of Alagar, Mayalagan, Solai, Solaiinalai, Paramasv 
Sundaram, Sundarabhujam, Sundarabahu, Sundaratholan, are 
quite common to these days. Similarly are the names 
villages such as "Sundaratholvilagam," “SangathazhaganaUore". 
"Alagar Adi", “Alaga Puri”, "Sundararajan Patti'*, "Alagaw 
managar/’, “Alagiya Pandya Nallure," etc. are well known ones. 
The glory and sanctity of these divine Hills and the Lord of 
these Hills, is not the theme of any stray* work or 
but forms the subject of many an ancient work as may 
found in the bibliography referred to in this note, 
as Sri Sundara Raja or Alagar has been, Temples were 
for him in.various places in South India. The Temple of Alagar 
Sri Sundara Rajaswami at Tadikombu, bearing an inscriptic 
of Tirumal Naicker in 1629 A. D. and containing also the 
sculpture in the Taluk is well worthy of a visit. The fame 
Kattu Alagar Temple in Sri Villiputhure, with its Nupufl 
Ganga !, Sathapas!, etc is of very hoary antiquity. Gudalurt 
in the Periyakulam Taluk has also a Temple dedicated to Sri 
Alagar. Sevilipperi in the Tinnevclly District, also known# 5 
Ten-Thirumalirunjolai with its presiding deity of Sri Alagar 
another popular stala. Evidently people that migrated 

Thirumaliruiijolai have named their new colonies aft^r 
original homes. 

Alagar Koil. 

[elure, in SillappanayakkanpaP' 


Popular 
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. 


-- 

and at about a 



situate an ancient ruined 
of Adhi Alagar Koil. The Temple is in an 
detely ruined condition. A few feet south of the 

are the ruins of a small shrine stated to belong t 
idinettampadi deity. There is also a silted up Pushkarar 
ir by. The local tradition is that this was the original Alagar 
Koil from which Sri Sundararaja migrated to his present 
southern shrine centuries ago. The mutilated idol of Sri 
Sundararaja here is of exquisite beauty and workmanship. 
The idols of Sri Thayar and an Alwar are in a tolerably good 
condition. The idol of Sri Anjaneya and a Nagar are some¬ 
what mutilated. This temple area is reputed to contain untold 
treasures. The stones of the ruined walls of the Temple 
disclose a number and variety of inscriptions in Grantha and 
Tamil. These may yield very valuable information to the 
Epigrnphist, if the deciphering is urgently attempted before 
the stones are lost. The stories current locally about this 
Temple are soul thrilling. The area where the Temple is 
Situate is highly mystical and magnetic. Until it pleases the 
great ones to reveal the greatness and sacrcdness of this 
extremely holy spot by the necessary resuscitation, renovation 
and restoration it is not deemed desirable (so say they) t|jj^ 
the lay pious should divulge the supernatura 

prevail here. 

The Cosmopolitan Ch.r.cter of thi. 

One need not wender ** * he 
Holy .spot l*ars and the vn* works of h.cral 

for it has !>ccn c° ns, ‘ k '‘ 

tiversc resorted t« or 
t,,is 
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ancient Tamil __ 

sanctity and so powerful has been the All 
that the praises and glories of “Parama owan9 - 
(The great Lord) which is another name attributed to ft 
ha v e been sung by diverse saints and in distant ages and hJTl 
been the theme of many a work and in many a language, Thj 
orthodox Saivite and orthodox Vaishnavite worship here feeltul 
absolutely no difference in the aspects of the Lord. Devout 1 
Christians like Mr. Rouse Peter (a former Collector of this 
District), Mr. Robert Fischer, Mr. Robert Foulkes, Mr. Elliott 
Garrett and a host of other eminent and pious Christians have 
found comfort and their hearts’ solace in the presence of the 
Great Lord here. These all have presented many a jewel to Lord 
/Alagar. Even the Muslim could not refrain from his quota of 
worship before this Lord and he too would give his own votive 
> offerings of his “Iungis” and the like to this Lord of his heart. 
Origin of this Temple. 

The origin of this ancient shrine known as Ten-Thiruppathi 
is shrouded in the mythological pas*. Sri Pcriyalwar in 3055 
B.C. or about 5000 years ago from now, sings of the glory of 
the Lord and addresses Him as which 

means -Oh Thou King of the Solamalai enshrined in a Fortified 
Temple,” thus showing the existence of a fortified temple 
3055 B. C. even. To Sri Dharmaraja and Sri Visvi 
attributed the Sri Somachchanda Vimana of the I »r ? tv, 
Malayadwaja is attributed the fortification* 

References to this * * 






wrmr. 
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48 and 54 of 11—: 

Saints of Dwaparayuga, come the A 
Viz: (1) Nammalwar (3102 B. C.), 

C-), (3) Andal (3044 B. C.), and (4) 

B. C.) who have all poured their hearts’ ecstacies 
ible poems of melodious music and highest thou^ 
now form the daily recitations in their prayers in the 
lavite world. 

The great world teachers like Sri Ramanujacharya, 
Sankaracharya etc. have also given forth their spiritual 
sies in the praise of Lord Alagar. Not only that* even the 
ral poets like Ilam Pcruvazhudhi, Ilankovadigal etc- who 
shed in those distant ages have also sung in praise of the 
rd of the Alagar Hills. 

iportance of a Stala Yatra to these Hills. 

Stalas or Religious Centres are either Swayam Vyaktam 
otherwise. Such centres where the Paramatman manifests 
If suo moto, without any initial invocation as in the cases 
Arsha and Mattisha Prathishta centres, are considered to be 
tyam Vyakta Kshctras The very name of Thirumalkunrain 
Thirumalirunjolai is a clear evidence of the fact that this is 
m Vyakta Stala. Such Stalas are rare and 
Added to the self manifestation of the Paramatman 
worthy of note that the Poojas and Aradhanas 


here 


Devata, Brahma, 

of our land, 
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g in their 

enced. Herein then lies the 
nee of the unique influence and uniqi 
gnetism of this Kshetra. It is therefore 
that ^Thirumalirunjolai is no holiday resort, or 
its archaeological and antiquariam relics with intere 
for the student and historian whether Indian or Int 
or a place that exists hut to charm the passing toi 
arresting arts and touching beauties, or as a museum c 
house where artistic idols and images are preserved for 
noisseur to gaze at or the vulgtir to gibe at, or a cent 
generates or nurtures irreligious movements and enterprises. I 
aspirant and devotee will just disabuse himself of these i 
and will but remember that this has ever been and is 
centre of tremendous activity possessing powers and fore 
will either attract or repel the incoming pilgrim according 1 
aims, aspirations and desserts, and if he will but a( 
stala in a spirit of reverence and devotion as a true and s 
aspirant, he is sure to be helped to attain the highest S/ 
i thc ready response, the stored up magnetism of the 
accords him. Let not the aspirant be discouraged by 
of the stray few that thoughtlessly or with other motive 
religions, deride our philosophy and despise 
vatara Worship, little knowing of the 

actions. It is therefore hut just, 

... . . - - - 

ery asttk should 

N animal war in 




ShriBalaSubiksham Ramasubramanian 


Page 31 




